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By Kara Campbell,
Communications
During the past
century, the Children’s
Aid Society (CAS) of
Toronto has grown
from a single Infants
Home to become one
of the largest child
welfare organizations
in North America.

A Legacy of Caring,
by John McCullagh, is
a history book that
chronicles the Society’s
tremendous
contributions to
community, legislation
and social policy, as well
as to the lives of millions
of children and their
families.

What better way to
celebrate the launch of A
Legacy of Caring  than
with an alumni reunion!
More than 100 past CAS
of Toronto employees

descended on the Sheraton
Centre on May 28, 2002 to
catch-up with former
colleagues.  “The evening
was a tremendous success!
It was wonderful to see old
friends and reminisce about
the good times we shared
together,” says Maureen
Duffy, CAS of Toronto alumni
committee president.
                     cont...page 1

The Children’s Aid Society of Toronto

Celebrates its Legacy of Caring

with Official Book
Launch and
Alumni Reunion
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Upcoming Events
I did it to put a

smile on his
face.

Karen Pereira, Switchboard
Operator for the TTC for 25
years has done her part to let
Teego Dooley know Toronto
cares.  Teego Dooley’s
bravery captured Karen’s
heart and she felt she had to
do something.  “I know
everyone so I just walked
around and asked for
donations during lunches and
breaks for 3 weeks.”

Karen’s supervisor allowed
her to take extended lunches
and breaks to raise the
money at the TTC’s buildings.
Incidentally Karen knows CAS
quite well as she used to
deliver tokens to the
accounting department years
ago!    Karen’s efforts raised
over 1,000 dollars.  “I did it
to put a smile on his face.”

The funds are now part of
the Teego Dooley Trust Fund
which will be used to pay for
education and therapy.

Golf Classic
Tuesday, September 17,
2002
The 6th annual Golf Classic,
held at the prestigious Angus
Glen Golf Club, offers an elite
group of executives an
exclusive golfing experience
they won’t soon forget!
Leading-edge golf services
and excessive pampering, in
addition to playing Angus
Glen’s celebrated north and
south courses are but a few
highlights.

Teddy Bear Affair
Saturday, November 16,
2002
Going into its 16th year, the
Teddy Bear Affair is one of
Toronto’s top three gala
events.  Beyond enjoying a
spectacular champagne
cocktail reception, five-star
gourmet dinner, unbelievable
live and silent auctions, and a
Bear Raffle, guests will be
immersed into a new

mystical experience- the
Forbidden City.   The opulent
décor and unbelievable feats
of a Chinese Acrobatic troupe
will inspire and entertain our
guests from the moment they
arrive.

Holiday Season
Celebration
Sunday, December 15,
2002
One thousand foster children
and their families celebrate
the holiday season at the
Sheraton Centre Toronto
Hotel.  The children are
treated to lunch, a movie,
many fun activities and a visit
from St. Nick!

For more information on
any of the Foundation’s
upcomming events,
please call 416-923-0924
or go to

w w w.cafdn.org

For change of address, please return label with corrections. Also, if you are receiving more than one copy
of COMMUNICATE, please notify Communications at the Children’s Aid Society of Toronto.

phone 416-924-4646;  fax 416-324-2485; email: inquiries@TorontoCAS.ca

Communicate ONLINE
www.TorontoCAS.ca



www.TorontoCAS.ca 1 ommunicate Volune 14, No. 2
Summer 2002

“More than 452 youth have graduated from care since our first youth recognition
celebration six years ago.  They are people just like you who have gone on to succeed
in their own unique ways,” Bruce Rivers, executive director told the 31 former Crown
wards in attendance,  “I have no doubt that all of you here tonight have the ability to
succeed at anything you choose to do.  We believe in you.  We are here for you.”

The coming of age
 was celebrated
with dinner, music
and presents at the
Delta Chelsea
Hotel.  At the close
of the evening
some graduating
youth took to the
stage to thank their
workers, foster
parents, and one
their natural mom.

One young woman
insisted her two
workers take the
stage with her so
she could publicly
thank them for
“drying her tears”
and “forcing her to
go back to school”.
Another young man who shared that he had been in care for a long time thanked his
five workers who he felt all contributed to him “becoming the man that I am today. A
man that won’t put his chin down. A man that is focused on success.”

Youth recognition night is funded by The Children’s Aid Foundation – a registered
charity that raises funds for the prevention of child abuse and neglect.

By Kara Campbell, Communications

A celebration of strength, courage and
resilience!  On Wednesday, May 29, 2002
the CAS of Toronto held its annual
recognition event for young people who
grew up as wards of the Crown.

These are young adults who came into
the care of the Society because their
parents were not able to care for them
safely, and other supports such as
counselling, education or extended family
and friends didn’t work or weren’t
available.

Now these youth are 21, and the Society
wanted to say goodbye and celebrate the
youths’ accomplishments.

Nathaniel and his guest Christina enjoy the evening.

It was a journalist’s
campaign to end child
labour that led to the
establishment of the
CAS of Toronto

Children abandoned on
the streets of Toronto
were named after the
street on which they
were found.  For
example, a child found
on Adelaide Street was
named Adelaide

CAS of Toronto employee, Vera
Moberly, founded foster care in
Canada in 1919

The early motto of the CAS of
Toronto was, “it is less expensive to
save children than to punish
criminals”

About the author
For 33 years until his retirement in
2002, John McCullagh was a child
welfare worker in Canada, the United
States and the United Kingdom.
During most of that time he was
employed by the CAS of Toronto
where he held a number of front line
and management positions.

John McCullagh signs
copies of his book for
CAS of Toronto alumni.

CAS of Toronto Celebrates
its 2002 Grads

To order A Legacy of Caring contact
NiNiNilofloflofer Latier Latier Latif at 416-923-0924 ext 223f at 416-923-0924 ext 223f at 416-923-0924 ext 223

A Legacy of Caring  tells
the story of how child
welfare work has evolved
in Toronto during the past
century.  It begins with
the Infant’s Home
established in 1875 and
follows the Agency
through its inception in
1891 to the growth of
professionalism in the 20s
and 30s, World War II, the
golden years of the 60s
and 70s, improvements to
the system in the 80s and
finally recession and
reform in the 90s.

     you know?you know?you know?
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 Juno award winning gospel singer
Sharon Riley treated the 160 guests
to her rendition of “I believe I can

fly”.
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Pictures of the past, faces of the future
was the theme for the CAS of Toronto’s
annual general meeting (AGM) held June
20th at the Metro Central YMCA.  More
than 175 people attended the meeting to
recap the past year and learn about the
Society’s direction for 2002/03.

Thirty-two scholarships, made possible
through the Children’s Aid Foundation,
were presented to youth.  “We are
confident that each one of these faces
of the future will go on to make a
positive difference in the lives of
others.  Our future is bright indeed,”
said Kevin Drynan, board president.

By Melanie Persaud, Communications

What does the future hold? That is a
question that every well functioning
organization should be asking and
answering for itself.  What
circumstances will affect our clients in
the future?  Are their needs changing?
What will the Children’s Aid Society of
Toronto’s future needs be?  We know
our work force is growing, should it
continue to do so?  What do we want
our place to be in the larger scheme of
social services?  How best to use our
limited resources?  Preparing for the
future is a very challenging though
manageable task. One of the best ways
to ensure future success is to implement
a thorough long-range planning process
approximately every three years.

A strategic plan for the future is always
grounded in extensive research and
analysis.  Outcomes of our current Long
Range Plan strategies for 2000 to 2003
and findings from an environmental scan
of such relevant factors as socio

economic pressures, help to determine
key challenges for the coming years.
This data is then shared with groups of
stakeholders (including among many
others - clients, staff, other services,
MCFCS) and they are asked for their
interpretation and suggestions.  “We
then compile and analyze the
information to determine what has been
learned from their praise, criticism,
comments and recommendations ” said
Brian O’Connor, manager, quality &
systems support.  He is currently
developing the Society’s next Long
Range Plan for 2004 - 2007.  “Key
themes emerge from this process and
future goals are developed to ensure
that the Society remains effective and
that our clients receive needed services.”

Generally, the long range planning
process is organized by a committee of
the Board and senior management.
However, for this latest planning cycle
the organization will consult extensively
with all stakeholders to identify its new
direction for the future.  “CAS of Toronto

is a community- based organization.
Our long range planning process helps
us to reconnect with one another and
our community.  We will engage with all
of those who have a stake in the
Society’s future children, youth, families,
foster parents, adoptive parents, birth
parents, our funders, staff, volunteers
and community service partners,” said
Bruce Rivers, executive director.
“Together we will create a vision for the
Society for the next three years and map
out a strategy to achieve the best for
our children and families.”

Scheduled to be completed and
implemented after April 2003, the new
plan’s goals and achievements will be
monitored throughout its three year
span.  For example, the progress on a
goal like increased community
awareness can be measured by the
number of completed speaking requests.

The Long Range Plan Steering
Committee  includes – board members
Jim Donaghy, Janet Morrison, Valerie
Witterick, and William Tinmouth,
executive director Bruce Rivers, and
manager of quality & systems support,
Brian O’Connor.  There will be a status
report in each issue of Communicate,
until the new plan has been created and
its implementation is underway.

Bruce Rivers, Society executive director and
Kevin Drynan, board president thank

outgoing board president Richard
Cunningham.

Bruce Rivers, Society executive
director and Nancy Steinhauer

present Naomi Dylan with a Paul
Steinhauer Memorial Scholarship.

What does the future
 hold for our
Society?

Annual General Meeting 2002Annual General Meeting 2002Annual General Meeting 2002

Lorraine Reid, a
Juno Award

nominee sang her
original composition
“Fly Higher” to the

delight of the crowd

Sheilagh Johnson, Foundation executive
director and Kevin Drynan, board president

with Sun Life Outstanding Achievement
Award recipient Lisa Nguyen.  Thirty-two
youth received scholarships/awards at the

AGM.
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By Melanie Persaud,
Communications
David McGrath and David Sturges are
known as “the Davids.” Now they can
add OACAS
Outstanding
Achievement Award
Recipients in the
category of service to
children to the list of
things for which they
are known.  The
provincial awards
recognize the
contribution of foster
parents, staff,
volunteers, community
groups and
organizations to the lives of children
and families and to the child welfare
system.  In their nearly 20 years of
service, the Davids have had a truly
amazing impact on the young men in
their home.

Using the skills they acquired for 50
cumulative years as teachers, they
have created an environment where
their kids are highly motivated to
succeed.  Teaching self-respect,
demonstrating trust and acceptance
and the value of achievement, they
have managed to create an
environment where success begets

all it took for the word to spread among
the Agency.

“I realized there was a unique
opportunity for nurses to help protect
infants in our community from abuse
and neglect.  My dream of having a
team of nurses lead me to apply to the
Foundation for a grant in 1982 to
research the idea and then to officially
start the program,” says Marilyn.  “It
wasn’t until 1992 that I hired a second
nurse,” adds Marilyn with a laugh.

During its 20 years it’s estimated
that the High Risk Infant Nurse
Program has made a difference in
the lives of more than 4,500
babies. Today, Dr. Peggy Robertson
oversees the High Risk Infant Nurse
Program and Pat Chiapetta supervises
the team.

By Kara Campbell, Communications
On a sunny Friday afternoon in March
the Toronto East branch hosted a small
party to celebrate a huge achievement
— the 20th anniversary of the High Risk
Infant Nurse Program.

The High Risk Infant Nurse Program is
an intensive home visiting service that
protects and promotes the health of
babies 0-18 months.  Nurses visit
families in the community to assess the
growth and development of infants, the
interaction between parents and infants
and parent’s capacity to care for their
baby.

Today the busy High Risk Infant
Program is a team of six nurses – all but
one of the nurses were out on cases the
afternoon of the party!  Looking back it’s
hard to believe this challenging task of
helping to protect our community’s most
vulnerable was once a one-woman job.

“The first call I ever went out on was
actually back in 1973.  I was a nurse in
the clinic and I got a call from a worker
who asked if I could go out and see a
baby,” recalls Marilyn Pearson, Founder
of the High Risk Infant Nurse Program.
Marilyn’s offer to help one worker was

success.  The young men all say
that they feel spoken for not spoken
about.

Most of their
placements are
long term.  This is
part of the plan
but then again,
the kids always
want to stay.
Most of the young
men leave the
Davids to live on
their own, so life
skills and social
skills are part of
the everyday

routine.  Some boys may have
dropped out of school or had
consistent problems with
attendance so that they are far
behind.  The Davids cause kids to
become interested in school again.
They encourage part time jobs and
savings programs.  They teach
social skills through nightly formal
dinners.  It may seem odd to have a
family dinner late into the evening,
but at the Davids it is a renowned
ritual, which seems to connect
everyone.  The boys dine on
gourmet food together and discuss
the day around the dinner table.
W orkers have been known to

quarrel over the opportunity to
attend this nightly ritual.  It would
seem that some of us could use the
Davids in our lives as well.

The young men in the Davids’
home have gone on to stellar
careers.  There is a world-
renowned chef who now works in
Germany, a commercial artist, a
future financial analyst and a
counsellor among them.  David and
David deserve the OACAS
Outstanding Achievement award
because of what they have given to
their boys.

As foster parents, they have
created an environment where
young men want to succeed.  David
and David would be the first to say
that these young men have given
them a purpose, a focus and a
family.  They know that their boys
have always come back and always
will.  By dwelling on strengths and
supporting kids in all their
endeavours, by instilling respect,
trust and pride and by giving
unconditional acceptance they have
created true family.

Pat Chiapetta and Marilyn Pearson pose for a
photo at the 20th anniversary party next to a
stunning collage of pictures of babies the High
Risk Infant Nurse Program served.  CAS of
Toronto volunteer Todd Langevin created the
collage of photos.  When Marilyn first saw the
pictures she commented “all these children
have so much meaning for me.”

The High Risk Infant
Nurse Program
Recognized for 20
Years of Service

Ontario Association of
Children’s Aid Societies
Recognizes “The Davids”
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By Tracey Ford, Criminal Injuries
Compensation Project
The Criminal Injuries Compensation
Board is an initiative by the
government of Ontario set up to
financially compensate victims of
violence. The awards are not large;
they are meant to symbolize that the
‘people’ of Ontario share a collective
responsibility to acknowledge the fact
that no person should experience
violence.

By virtue of its mandate, many
children serviced by CAS of Toronto
have experienced violence in their
childhood and adolescence. The
Agency’s Criminal Injuries
Compensation Project was initiated in
1995 through a grant from the
Children’s Aid Society Foundation to
ensure that a compensation claim be
submitted on behalf of all eligible
youth in Long Term Care and
throughout the Agency.

Since the inception of the project in
1995, we have secured over $860,000
in awards for pain and suffering for
CAS of Toronto youth.

The project has had unprecedented
activity this year with more than 30
files submitted to the Board and still
our referral list is growing. We now
have more than 40 referrals waiting for
processing with more on the way.

This past week, one of our former
Crown Wards received an award for
her injuries. Her reaction was
priceless.  Finally, she could afford to
go back to school to pursue her goal of
becoming a medical assistant. What
was particularly important for this
individual was that the Criminal
Injuries Compensation tribunal was
able to vindicate her experiences that
had been denied by the Criminal
courts in the past. Although the
hearing was extremely challenging for
this young woman, her expressions of
joy spoke volumes about the outcome.

Contact:
Tracy Ford ext. 2089

Why child-friendly robots?
The more I observe children interacting
with the robots, the more I see the
ongoing potential of the child-friendly
robotic characters as effective social
agents. I also see the joy, fascination and
wonderment on the faces of children as
they read, talk with or entertain one of
the characters. Adult caregivers also
enjoy watching the children interact as
they get the opportunity to observe a
wide range of emotional responses and
facial expressions from the children.

Children appear affectionate, helpful and
curious toward the characters. With most
encounters the children are eager to
know about the character’s family make-
up, how old the character is and what

they do. “He helped me a lot by talking
about families” said one participant at the
Dundas Day Treatment Group.

Motoring into the future
With the assistance of Debbie Parrott,
Stephen McCracken, Jennifer Kay and
Leigh MacDonald, Motoring Mike, the
Honourable Judge Wheeler, Touring Tom
and Wendy Wheeler have been busy and
they want to get busier. To do this Mike,
the Judge, Wendy and Tom need
operators like you. Without you they have
no personality, knowledge or skills fro m
which the children will benefit. Help

children tell their stories
and have some
unexpected fun – join the
Robot Project.

See I really am wired.

By Robert Lethbridge, Robot Project
In April 2000, the State Street
Corporation donated money to the
Children’s Aid Foundation to develop
child-friendly robotic characters to assist
with the clinical work of the child welfare
system. This project was a first in North
America.

Today the robot project is in the pilot stage.
To date the robot has been used at the
Read with Me Literacy Program, Dundas
and Simpson Residence (a court support
program) and out in the community to raise
awareness about the important work of the
CAS of Toronto.

Here’s looking at you
The four-foot tall, child-friendly robots
come in four exterior models, Motoring
Mike (a white male), The Honourable Judge
Wheeler (a black female), Touring Tom (a
black male) and Wendy Wheeler (a white
female).

Each rides a bike, sits in a chair or wheel
chair and  is a marvel of remote technology,
with pin sized colour cameras set into the
eyes, a voice-activated mouth that forms
the words, built-in cassette recorder, and
a range of body movements.

Internally the robotic characters are a
combination of wires, servo motors, radio
transmission/reception equipment,
batteries, video/audio recording equipment
and of course a program language.

The Importance
of Criminal
Injuries
Compensation

C
ontact:  R

obert Lethbridge,
R

obot P
roject C

oordinator at ext. 2234
Imagine…Technology Assisting Vulnerable and
Abused Children:
THE ROBOT PROJECT
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Submitted by CAS of Toronto former
Crown Ward.
The distance between the location the bus
drops me off and my destination is a good
fifteen minutes apart. As I walk, the cold
wind blows in my face. My toes are numb
and my hands, although protected by
gloves, feel like they are on fire. A below
thirty degree night can frighten an
individual. As I begin to think about life’s
uncertainties I become more and more
frightened. Thoughts of failure at life make
me analyze my future in a more critical
manner. My survival instinct kicks in and I
begin to map out ways of acquiring
security. I then remember that
I’m not on the list for
subsidized housing. Although
I vowed that I would never
reside there, it still lurks at the
back of my mind.

As I enter the house the
warm embrace of the heat
welcomes me. I thaw with the
thought of the heating bill
eating at my pocket.
Sometimes the bill gets so
costly that I think of turning
the heat off during our hours
of absence, but then again I recall our
landlords saying “If you turn the heat off
in the winter the water pipes might freeze
and burst. If this does occur you will be
responsible for the expenses. I hear my
stomach growling. My last meal was
yesterday’s dinner. Seven hours at day
school, two hours of traveling, three and
a half hours at night school and two hours
of making the trip back home without any
food in your system is both physically and
mentally challenging. Chronic hunger is a
reality of my everyday life. With a fixed
income of two hundred and eighty dollars
at the beginning of the month from social
services and two hundred and seventeen
dollars a month from the Canada Child
Tax Benefit doesn’t get you a long way.
Transportation fees alone cost me over
ninety dollars. I don’t have a cable bill to
pay because I can’t afford cable. Grocery
expenses are a burden on my already
economically challenged situation. The
daily cost of meeting my child’s expenses
are depressing. The unfamiliar feeling of
being in a mall, the large amount of bodies
and the beautifully displayed clothing and
accessories create a feeling of both envy
and dizziness.

Tonight is an “all nighter”.
Swamped with school work and stressed
out by the daily challenges of being a
young mother, I look to the picture of my
son for a sense of encouragement. It’s

4:30 am and I’ve got two more subjects
to cover. Fifteen minutes later I hear a
most familiar cry. I walk over to the bed;
he makes a request for a bottle of milk. I
make my way down to the kitchen, open
the fridge and grab the plastic container
of milk. I hear the last drop of milk make
its way down to the bottle and at that
same instant drops of tears make its way
down my cheeks and continue to glide
down my neck. I have no milk for his
morning bowl of cereal. I have five dollars
to my name, but I also need bus tickets
for school. I must sacrifice and prioritize.
I use three dollars and seventy five cents

to buy a container of milk. I then
make the rest of the change into
nickels and dimes praying that the
bus driver doesn’t notice that I’m
short of change. At that moment,
I remember Malcolm X’s
statement that it’s not a crime to
be a thief but it is a crime to stay
one. I drop my fare in the
collection box of the bus. Luckily
the driver doesn’t notice the
missing dollar.  By now I should
be completely able to deal with
these  k inds  o f  s i tua t ions
because I  experience these

kinds of situations all the time. It’s
hard enough to raise a child while
you’re still growing up but it’s harder
when you are severally economically
depressed.

Life is stressful. Being both a fully
devoted mother and student is always
hect ic.  As a parent you lose the
privileges that an ordinary teenager has.
Simple privileges such as sleeping-in or
going out with your friends are past
privileges.  Nevertheless, I’m a proud
mother with goals and ambitions. I’m
looking forward to attending university
in September. Yes I have taken both a
longer and harder road in terms of my
choices and reaching my goals but the
bottom line is that in five to ten years
time I’ll be in the same league (if not
better) as my peers or as people in my
age group. The key to the success of
any adolescent parent is to be
determined, have patience, and to
always look at the bigger picture, which
is basically dreaming and making those
dreams possible. In life there are no
guarantees — but one thing is for sure
— each person to an extent has a say in
what happens in their life through the
choices that they make and the actions
that they take.

By Melanie Persaud, Communications
Ann Fitzpatrick, Community Worker and
Housing Advocate is now a winner of the
prestigious Walking the Talk Award.
Established in 2000 by the Board of
Directors of the Alumni Association of the
Faculty of Social Work, University of
Toronto, the awards recognize social work
professionals and others in the community
who through direct service, academia and
active defence of our social safety net and
the rights of citizens, have walked the talk
– that is practiced what is preached.

The phrase has its origins in the U.S. civil
rights struggle of the 1960’s when Martin
Luther King called on citizens to
participate boldly and practically by
marching, picketing and demonstrating –
in essence – walking the talk.

Ann Fitzpatrick has worked at the Society
since 1985.  Her list of accomplishments
reads like a who’s who in Toronto’s fight
for more affordable housing.  She has
experience at every level of the fight for
more affordable housing from one to one
with clients to community groups and
community campaigns, to being an expert
witness at human rights tribunals and the
Ontario Municipal Board.  Ann has worked
tirelessly to both expand and preserve
affordable housing.

Whether it’s preventing an eviction or
supporting tenants to speak to the media,
if there’s a battle to be fought on housing
you know Ann Fitzpatrick will be there.
She is a co-author with David Hulchanski
and others of “Housing as a Factor in Child
Admission and Temporary Care” released
in November of 2000.  Ann’s work is the
foundation for CAS of Toronto’s stand that
housing is a children’s issue.

We congratulate her on Walking the Talk!

Journal of a Young MotherJournal of a Young MotherJournal of a Young MotherWalkingWalking
the Talkthe Talk

Natalie Pawlenko, President, FSW Alumni Asso-
ciation presents the award to Ann Fitzpatrick.

“It’s hard
enough to

raise a child
while you’re
still growing

up”
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Submitted by Brenda Alexander-Perez, Volunteer Services

On your mark, get set, skate!  The CAS of Toronto hosted its 11th annual March Break
Skate for 32 children and youth, along with parents, foster parents and volunteers at the
New Centre Ice Arena in Scarborough.  Children and youth took advantage of three fun
filled days of skating under the leadership of skating pro Rob Fraser.

Twelve of the skating students had no prior experience, but that didn’t stop them from
learning to skate on their own by the end of the program.  On the first day, one young

child – who had never skated
– grabbed his coat and
insisted on leaving.  He was
afraid of being made fun of
like he had been at school.
Thankfully, with lots of
encouragement he
completed the program like a
champ!

Special thanks to the
Children’s Aid Foundation for
funding March Break Skate
2002, New Centre Ice for
their donation, our
volunteers and professional

skater, Rob Fraser.

By Kim Miller, Long Term Care

In the grand scheme of this great big world, society tends to measure
success through wealth, status, power and education.  As a member of the
Special Events Committee I am privileged to see success and achievement in
a different light.

A great bunch of
volunteers have continued
to come together to
organize outings for CAS of
Toronto children and their
Special Friends –
volunteers who spend a
few hours with a child
every week.  At least four
events take place every
year.  This year the outings
have been to Pleasure

Valley for a day of outdoor activities and a BBQ, Black Creek Pioneer Village,
the Ontario Science Centre and an afternoon of Rock ‘n’ Roll bowling at
Danforth Bowl.

Through these fun events with children and volunteers, I have witnessed the
growth of children through support, encouragement, understanding and
patience.  It has been wonderful to see the smiles of children as they meet
new friends at these events.  Many of the children have learned new skills at
these outings with their Special Friend and have had a lot of fun too.

Thank you to the Children’s Aid Foundation for supporting these events and
to the volunteers who truly make these special outings a success!

W ould you like to make a difference in the life of a child?  For more
information on volunteering with the CAS of Toronto call Volunteer Services at
416-924-4646

11th Annual March Break SkateAnnual March Break SkateAnnual March Break Skate
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Recognition 2002

Each year the CAS of Toronto recognizes its
dedicated volunteers for their first, third and
fifth year of service to the Agency.  This
year volunteers attended a lovely afternoon
of food, fun and festivities at the Old Mill on
Saturday, April 20, 2002.  The Crystal Heart
Award was presented to both Richard
Cunningham and Eleanor Van Evans for
their longtime service to the Agency.

The Society couldn’t help support children
and families in our community without our
550 amazing volunteers who truly make a
difference in the lives of the 29,000 children
we serve each year.

Richard Cunningham, CAS of Toronto Board
president receives Crystal Heart Award from

Jill Evertman and Bruce Rivers.
These speedy skaters were all smiles during March

Break Skate 2002.
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Children’s Aid Foundation

The Children’s Aid Foundation has allocated
$5 million for programs to support
the needs of abused and neglected
children.  The dollars will provide
education, enrichment and
prevention assistance as well as
support some of the service needs of
the Children’s Aid Society.

The funds have been raised through
corporate, individual and foundation
gifts as well as a range of special
events and community fundraisers.
2001-02 was the Foundation’s most
successful fund raising year with
thousands of individuals rallying
together to eliminate neglect and
abuse of children.

A large proportion of the dollars are
directed to the Foundation’s
education strategy that assists
children and youth who have grown
up in foster care.  These funds will be
used for tutoring, computer based learning
programs and bursary and scholarship
support for youth pursuing post-secondary
education.

$1.6 million has been committed to
programs that reduce the risk of child
abuse and neglect.  Priority areas for
funding include programs that address the
impact of violence on children and youth,
enhance child development and provide
parenting skills.

Other dollars will provide enrichment
opportunities for high-risk children.
Opportunities to play sports, take music
lessons and participate in cultural and
recreational activities will be funded.  In
addition, the Foundation will continue to
support families that are struggling with
poverty.

Many committed volunteers have been
involved in the grant review process and
the allocation of funds.  The Child Abuse
Prevention Grant Review Team consisted of
15 senior volunteers who worked for
several months vetting the many
applications that were received. The Awards
Committee was responsible for selecting
students for scholarships, bursaries and
special achievement awards while
volunteers from across the province
reviewed applications to the Provincial
Foster Parent Recruitment and Retention
Program.

A CELEBRATION OF
GRANTING

We are pleased to announce the
completion of the Foundation’s Grant
Review process for the 2002/2003
granting year.

This year, $1,585,300.00 of fund raised
dollars was made available by the
Foundation Board for the Child Abuse
Prevention Grant program.  The Grant
Review Committee, comprised of 15
volunteers recruited from the community,
the CAS of Toronto Board and the
Foundation Board, received 95 grant
applications requesting a total of $4.5
million dollars! All applications received an
in-depth review and a total of 46
outstanding programs and projects were
approved for funding.

A grant of $30,700 was made to
Woodgreen Community Centre to develop
and pilot “Kids Keeping it Together,” a
community-based therapeutic intervention
program that will address the needs of
children ages 11-15 who have witnessed
or experienced violence.

A grant of $25,000 per year for two years
was made to Jessie’s Centre for Teenagers
to develop and implement “Intensive
Parenting Support,” an individualized
parenting support program for a small
number of high-risk teen parents, who
because of a special need of the mother
or child, find it difficult or impossible to
learn in a group setting.

A grant of $19,800 each year for two
years to the Somali Youth Organization of
Toronto for “Enhancing Child
Development” which will provide a number
of programs and services to enhance the
lives of Somali Youth, including:
settlement; education and career
counseling; employment; summer camp;
homework help; mentoring and
recreational activities.

Thanks to all members of our 2002 Grant
Review Committee for their hard work and
dedication to the work of the Foundation.

*For a full listing of our 2002 Child Abuse
Prevention Grants, please visit the grant
section of our website at

www.cafdn.org

Thanks to all workers who recommended
young people from their caseloads for the
Sun Life Outstanding Achievement Award
this year.  The awards, which recognize
young people who are doing exceptionally

well in school despite their personal
circumstances, are a combination of cash
and a Canada Savings Bond – so that
recipients can begin saving for their post-
secondary education.  We were very
gratified by the response.  A total of 32
applications were submitted for the 25
awards available to children in care. As well
49 exceptional students, who are continuing
their studies in a post-secondary institution,
have applied for our Scholarship Program
this year. The applications arrived by plane,
car, taxi, TTC, bicycle or on foot, but they all
managed to make it for the April 26th

deadline!

The Awards Committee of eight volunteers
who are educators, CAS of Toronto alumni
and corporate executives has begun the
review process, which will be completed by
the end of June.  Students are competing
for 32
scholarships
ranging in
size from
$1,000 to
$5,000.
Judging
by the
high
quality of
the
applications
this year,
the
volunteers

A few of the sixteen outstanding achievers from
2001 awards night.

have an extremely challenging task ahead.
Fortunately, all eligible candidates will be
guaranteed the Foundation’s annual bursary
of $1,500.00 to $3,000.00 as well as any
scholarship they may be awarded.

FOUNDATION
ALLOCATES
$5 MILLION$5 MILLION$5 MILLION
FOR CHILDREN

UPDATE ON OUR
OUTSTANDING ACHIEVERS
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CUPE Local 2316
Annual Picnic

Submitted by Alan Choi
On Sunday, June 23, 2002 CUPE members
and their friends and family met in High
Park for their annual picnic.  This year's
event featured popular activities like face
painting, arts and crafts and games in
addition to the fantastic food.  Thanks to
Sherry Haijar for organizing the food and to
Ron Balazsi and Eileen Laffey for their
excellent barbequing skills.  Wilma Canon
provided the Freezies and Dave Lewis
documented the event on film.  Alan Choi
and Tamara Yearwood organized the games
while Chantal Lee and Suzanne LeRoy ran
the Arts and Crafts table.  Paula Dixon
provided her face-painting expertise while
Valarie Hartling handed out the door prizes.
Watch for the next issue of Communicate to
see who the lucky winners were.  A special
thanks goes out to all of the other
volunteers without whom the picnic would
not have been such a success.
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The Dream Team Strikes
Back

Submitted by Kim Miller
Long Term Care held a bowling bonanza at
Thorncliffe Bowlarama on April 18, 2002.
One very ambitious team pinned others
down in the department for a night of
competition, fun and laughter.  Six teams of
bowling bandits went head-to-head and
despite a fair share of gutter balls, everyone
had a ball.  Captain Colleen Parten and her
Dream Team of Rosaria Cuiuri, Kim Miller,
Bill Ratcliffe and Peter Moutsatsos stole the
coveted trophy.  Peter was named High
Scorer despite his insistence that he hadn’t
bowled in years.  Thanks to David
Routledge and Mary Hutchings for lining up
the fun!

Submitted by Jackie Fargnoli
For the past several years Parkway
Honda (Eglinton Avenue) has generously
donated top line computer systems,
educational software and printers for
children and youth in several residential
programs of the Internal Resources
Branch.  These donations have
encouraged children and youth to stay
on top of their homework and have
shown them that learning can be fun.  A
special treat of hand held Game Boys
was an unexpected surprise this year!

Parkway Honda also donated three large
screen televisions, three video systems,
a collection of new children's and youth
videos, a microwave oven, a small fridge
and a beautiful three piece leather sofa
set for the Family Resource Centre.  This
has been a wonderful addition to the
Centre and the families have been so
pleased to be able to enjoy videos with
their toddlers and older children.  Talking
with their families about Barney, Blues
Clues or Shrek has made the visits much
more relaxing and enjoyable for the
children.

Scarborough Branch
BBQ

Submitted by Yale Brick
On May 28, 2002 Scarborough Branch had
their annual barbeque. As in past years,
the Branch Management Team whipped
up a culinary feast of barbequed fare for
the staff who were most appreciative. The
weather was beautiful and the lunch went
without a hitch. Especially enjoyable for
staff was the fact that Branch
Management did not sing on this
occasion!

Baseball Champs
Submitted by Yale Brick
In the recent Southern Ontario CAS baseball
tournament, Scarborough Branch's Team had
an impressive display of their baseball
prowess. For the first time ever the team
finished as "B" Division Champs winning
three out of their four games, with the game
lost being only by one run. A great time was
had by all. Prizes were awarded at the end
of the tournament and Yale is making very
good use of his plastic cutlery set. Thanks
again to the Society for their continued
support of this great tournament!
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Inside News

UpcomingUpcomingUpcoming
EventsEventsEvents

October is Child Abuse and
Neglect Prevention Month. Wear
a purple ribbon. Show you care!

Foster Family Week is October
13-17, 2002

2002 CIBC Walk/Run for the
Cure is Sunday, October 6th at 10
AM at New City Hall.  To join the CAS
of Toronto team call Farrell Haynes
ext. 2221 or Peter Wong ext. 2708.
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Top row from right to leftt: Dylan Scott, Linda
Kennedy, Yale Brick.
Bottom row from left to right: Pamela Van, and
Kong Chung.
Absent from photo: Caryn Caryer, Brenda Morrison,
Scott Kennedy, Jeff Curly, Stuart Irvine, Euan Chafe,
Jennifer Bouskill.

Some of Scarborough’s wonderful workers.
From left to right: Shira Farber-Brooks; Lorraine
Hachey; Angela Kensit; Claire Burns; Nidhi Bahl.


